The patient is a rather over-grown lad for his years, and does not carry much flesh ; white skin, veins shining through it, jet black long hair, large lustrous eyes and arched eye-brows, head large, forehead broad, fingers long and tapering, and general appearance subdued and calm.
As I first saw him the patient was lying on his back, his lips and cheeks were of a dingy red, skin hot and dry, respiration 28 2nd. The cerebral symptoms set in so early and were so severe as to be exceedingly misleading, and the deafness, which was quite decided in this case, was also a rather uncommon feature even in meningeal pneumonia, bo also was the time to which the case was protracted.
3rd. In many respects the case strongly resembled one of bad typhus? the muttering delirium?the tremulous hands?the purposeless groping? the extent to which the teeth were covered with sordes, and the state of the eyes; but there was never anything on the skin that could, by any possibility, be construed into a rash.
4th. In the matter of treatment the benefit derived from the use of the chloral hydrate was very great. The state of the head was a barrier in the way of using the preparations of opium to procure rest, and the daily struggles of the patient were making large and exhaustive demands upon his strength, and therefore anything that would procure remission from his continuous delirium and at the same time induce sleep was a very great boon indeed?and this the chloral did most efficiently. When given at bed-time, he passed the night in comparative quiet?mostly slumbering, and when he did awake to get a drink, he soon dosed off again after a little grumbling. The dose was never more than 20 grains, and generally only 15, and was never repeated during the night.
